WALK WITH US IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS
3- 12 October 2022

Monday Oct. 03.

Departure South Africa

Tuesday Oct. 04.

Arrival Ben Gurion Airport

" And she cried out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! "(Luke 1:42).
Upon arrival at Ben Gurion International Airport, we meet our representative after passport control and meet our guide, board
our bus, and drive up the Judean Hills towards Jerusalem and Bethlehem. If time permits,
·we will stop at picturesque Ein Karem village located approximately 8 km southwest of Jerusalem It is indirectly mentioned in
the bible as home of St. Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth, and the birthplace of their son John the Baptist where also Mary visited
Ein Karem on the way to Bethlehem during her pregnancy. She stayed with her kinswoman Elizabeth for 3 months following the
visitation by the angel Gabriel in which he announced the future birth of Jesus.
·We visit the church of visitation is also known as the Church of the Magnificat (Mary's song in Luke 1:46-55) one of the most
artistic in the Holy Land, for quiet meditation on the meeting between two mothers... Mary and Elizabeth.
·Visit St. John's Church before we continue south passing by Rachel's Tomb on the outskirts of Bethlehem and drive to our hotel in
Bethlehem for dinner and overnight.
Wednesday Oct. 05

Yom Kippur. Hebron and Bethlehem

"Let’s go to Bethlehem, now, and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” (Luke 2:15).
·After breakfast, we drive south to Mamre and then to Hebron to visit Il Ibrahimi Mosque (where the biblical patriarchs and
matriarchs are buried). This is a shared religious site between the Muslims and Jews. The cave was purchased by Abraham as a
burial place for his wife Sarah. In the Bible see also; 23:2, 19; 35:27; 37:14; Joshua 10; Judges 1:20; 16:3; David in Hebron, 2 Samuel
2-5;15. The Tomb of the Patriarchs is the world's most ancient Jewish site and the second holiest place for the Jewish people,
after the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. Here we shall study, from outside, a completely preserved Herodian structure - identical
in design with the exterior of the vanished Jerusalem Temple.
·We then drive back to a hilltop for a view of Bethlehem, noting its relation to the rest of the central mountain range, including
Jerusalem, as well as to the desert and the area of ancient Moab.
·We drive down to visit Solomon’s Pools, Jerusalem’s main source of water for almost 2,000 years. Passing the monastery of
Hortus Conclusus (“the sealed garden”) in Artas, we continue to one of the traditional sites of the “Shepherds’ Fields.
·Continue into Bethlehem itself, walking through the restored old town to the newly restored Church of the Nativity and visiting
the manger and Jerome's Grotto where he lived and translated the Vulgate Bible. We return to our hotel in Bethlehem for dinner
and overnight.
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Saturday Oct. 08.

Lower Galilee and the Med Coast: Nazareth, Megiddo, Mount Carmel, Caesarea, Jerusalem

"As surely as I live," declares the King, whose name is the LORD Almighty, "one will come who is like Tabor among the mountains,
like Carmel by the sea." (Jeremiah 46:18)
·Reluctantly, we must take leave of the Sea of Galilee, ascending to the city of Nazareth. We look out from the Hill of
Precipitation (Luke 4:14-30). As we look across at Mount Tabor, Mt. Carmel. Mount Gilboa, the Hill of Moreh and the Gilead, we
reflect on how Jesus, as a young man in Nazareth was inspired by the acts of God that occurred here as he prepared himself for
his mission. We can only imagine the clouds of dust raised by the tramp of Roman boots along the Via Maris below! We descend
to visit the Church of Mary's Well in town. Next, we cross the Valley of Jezreel to the ancient Har-Megiddo or Ar-mageddon,
dominating the vital crossroads where so many battles have taken place. This afternoon, we continue through the narrow pass
to the Mediterranean Sea at Caesarea, visiting the aqueduct, the ancient Herodian harbor, the remains of the seaside palace of
Pontius Pilate and the theater. With the conversion of Cornelius by St. Paul (Acts 10), this impressive Roman harbor became the
beachhead of the Christian mission to the Gentiles. We then continue through the Sharon Plain and ascend to the Holy City of
Jerusalem. We catch our first glimpse of the city from Mount Scopus, where your guide will welcome you with a short ceremony
of bread and salt (Genesis 14). Check in the hotel in Jerusalem for the next three-nights
Sunday Oct. 09.

O Jerusalem!

“...He saw the city and wept over it...” (Luke 19:41).
·After breakfast, we drive to the Mount of Olives. The summit offers a magnificent view of the Old City. This visit reminds us of
Jesus’ last hours in prayer and anguish as he faced his passion and death.
·Visit the Chapel of the Ascension, the Shrine of Pater Noster, and the Chapel of Dominus Flevit (The Lord Wept).
·Then, follow Jesus’ Palm Sunday route along Hosanna Road to the Garden of Gethsemane to visit the Grotto, the Garden, and
the Church of the Agony where we will have some quiet time.
·We then drive to the church grounds called Peter in Gallicantu, which affords the best view of early Jerusalem from the west.
Here, the Assumptionist Fathers propose, was the house where the High Priest Caiaphas interrogated Jesus.
·From there we drive back to West Jerusalem passing by the Knesset the Israeli Parliament on our way to the Shrine of the Book,
which houses the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the Israel Museum including the outdoor model of Jerusalem as the city may have looked
in 66 AD.
·We can end our day with a visit to Yad Vashem, Israel’s national memorial to the victims of the Holocaust. We drive back to our
hotel for dinner and overnight
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Monday Oct. 10.

In and Around the City of Jerusalem

"He has risen!" (Mark 16:6)
·We transfer to Dung Gate where just inside, we take the time to examine the ruins near the south side of the Temple complex,
which includes steps where we may be certain that Jesus taught, and He and his disciples walked.
·We then walk up to the Western Wall, Judaism’s holiest site.
·We view the Dome of the Rock and the al-Aqsa Mosque, the third holiest site of Islam, located on the traditional site of the
ancient Temple Mount.
·Just to the north we find the Pools of Bethesda (John 5) and St. Anne’s Church, which has remarkable acoustics, and which has
been perfectly preserved from the Crusader period.
·We then follow the Way of the Cross (Via Dolorosa) back as far as the Holy Sepulcher.
·From there we walk through the Arab Souks, past the Armenian Quarter and exit the Old City through the Mt Zion Gate to visit
the Upper Room and King David’s Tomb on the grounds of Mt. Zion.
·From there we take the bus to the Garden Tomb where we end our tour with a special visit and the possibility of having a private
communion on its grounds. The balance of the day is free. We get together for our farewell dinner.
Tuesday Oct. 11.

Transfer to Ben Gurion airport for departure.

Go, therefore, make disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and
teach them to observe all the commands I gave you. And look, I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.' (Matthew 28:19-20)
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